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Hide & -
SEek

lllustrated by Mahimkar Sisters

Some objects are playing hide & Seek
here, can you find them all?
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It was early morning. Rahul
was leisurely sitting at

the window intently
watching a parrot

trying to perch itself on

a tree’s branch. Suddenly, a huge
eagle flew over and sat on the par-
rot, spreading its wings. Rahul shud-
dered but kept watching.

The parrot tried hard to free itself
from the eagle’s clutches. It suc-
ceeded but fell to the ground, lucki-
ly on a heap of dry leaves under that
tree. Rahul dashed down to save
the bird. Poor thing had injured its
wing and a leg. Rahul lifted the bird
gently and brought it home. His par-
ents knew of Rahul’s benevolence
towards animals. Rahul always got
home an injured kitten or a hungry
pup. He tended to them and sent
them back after they recovered.

“Let’s give it some water first.”
Amma, Rahul’s mother brought
a bowl of water which was al-
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ways kept ready for Rahul’s ‘needy
friends’. She put some water in the
bird’s beak with cotton. The bird
was scared but thirsty. It sipped the
water drop-by-drop.

“It seems to be someone’s pet.
There is a golden ring on its hurt
leg.” Baba said observantly.

“Possible. Such tamed birds find it
difficult to survive in the wild. Their
instincts are not well developed to
protect themselves from enemies.”
Amma added.

“But our ‘Hariya’ is brave. He
fought the eagle so fearlessly.” Ra-
hul remarked.

“So, our new friend has a name!
There was Gokul pup, Neeru cat and



now Hariya parrot...” Baba took a
shoe box and put some dry leaves in
it. Rahul placed Hariya gently in the
box.

“Ill get him some food.” Amma
got a few chillies and guava pieces
in a plate. Rahul tried to bring Hari-
ya’s attention to the food by clap-
ping and whistling but Hariya didn’t
move.

“Rahul, you are being impatient.
Like humans, even birds need their
space. Let’s leave him alone for
some time.” Baba suggested.

Since summer vacations were
going on, Rahul had ample time to
observe Hariya. He tracked Hariya’s
movements from his room. Hariya
was quiet most of the time but for
a meek shrill due to the pain. How-
ever, in the afternoon, he jumped
out from the box. He ate the chillies
and guava pieces; drank water from
the bowl. Slowly, he started moving
around the hall. It pepped Rahul’s
mood as Hariya was now slowly
recovering. That evening, while re-
turning from office, Baba brought a
cage. When Baba opened it, Hariya
comfortably went inside and started
preening his feathers.

“I think that’s been Hariya’s life...
in a cage. Probably, he hasn’t seen
the outside world...” Baba hung
Hariya’s cage in the balcony. From

here, Hariya could see his many
friends flying. Everyone thought
one day Hariya might fly away but
Hariya never went, though his cage
was always kept open.

Slowly, Hariya became family. He
developed a special bond with Ra-
hul. Whenever Rahul opened the
cage, Hariya would jump on Rahul’s
fist, climb up his arm and sit on his
shoulder. He would nuzzle Rahul
with his soft head or give a peck on
Rahul’s cheek. To seek Rahul’s atten-
tion, he would shout “Rahul, Rahul,
friend, friend...” Hariya was a talking
parrot, after all!

Within a few days, Hariya had
become friends with all those who
frequented the house - friends, rela-
tives, housemaid, sweeper, even
the building watchman. But, if there
was a new person he hadn’t met, he
would sing, “Someone at the door,
| see from the keyhole, | open the
latch, that thief | catch...” Nobody
understood why Hariya sang like
that but all were now used to his
chatter.

One morning, when the door-
bell rang, Hariya while singing,
“Someone at the door...” suddenly
stopped. He started shrieking and
fluttering his wings so vigorously
inside the cage that it was now
swinging like a pendulum. Amma
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and Rahul came out running. Baba
hastily opened the door. A man
had brought their home delivery
from the nearby grocery store.
Hariya shouted, “Papa James, Papa
James...”

“Capsicum...?” The man asked
surprised.

“We didn’t order any capsicum.”
Baba replied.

“I mean the parrot. | think he is
‘Capsicum’, my parrot.”

“How are you so sure?”

“Capsicum always called me like
this. Does he have a golden ring on
his left leg?”

“Yes, but who are you?” Baba
guestioned.

“I am James Fernandes. | worked
as a clown in RajaRani circus. |
had trained Capsicum
since he was a baby. He
was like my son. We did
many acts in the circus
together. | named him
‘Capsicum’ for his
red, green and yel-
low feathers, just
like the capsicum
colours.” James
took out a photo
from his wallet.
Hariya was sitting
on James’ shoulder.
He wore a crown
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with name ‘Capsicum’ printed.

“We read in papers that the circus
closed down.”

“Yes. Most animals got placed
in nearby zoos but birds were re-
leased. That time, | was at my native
place since | lost my job. Otherwise,
| would never have left Capsicum.
How did you find him?” James was
curious. Baba narrated how they
brought Hariya home.

“You have done a noble job, son.”
James said gratefully.

“What’s with ‘Someone at the
door...” that he sings?” Rahul asked.
“That’s a poem from one of our
acts when a thief enters our house.”

“See the bird’s instincts. He
sensed your presence.” Amma said.
“In our circus, his shows were
a hit. He did cycling, rolling

the ball, stacking rings, flying
around the tent welcoming
everyone, singing poems...
He was a star. Audiences loved
him.” James got nostalgic.
“He entertains even us.”
Rahul said smiling.
“May | have my Cap-
sicum back? But | don’t
have... the money...” James

L this, Rahul was dejected. But
\ like a mature boy, he brought
)\ Hariya’s cage and opened it.



“Uncle, Hariya was al-
ways yours. We just took
care of him.” Rahul tapped
the cage.

“Rahul, Rahul, friend,
friend.” Hariya came out
and jumped on Rahul’s
shoulder.

“Hariya, you got to go
with Papa James. | will
come to meet you.” Ra-
hul assured and Hariya
jumped on James’ head
shrieking, “Papa James,
Papa James...”

“Good boy, Hariya...”
Amma said wiping a tear
in her eyes. James bid
goodbye and took Hariya
along with him.

Rahul was used to such
parting moments by now.
As he closed the door, he
found Hariya’s golden ring
on the floor.

“Another memento of
a parting friend...?” Baba
smiled. Rahul sighed and
went to his room. He
opened a drawer. Inside
were Gokul’s belt, Neeru’s
ribbon and now Hariya’s
goldenring......

-Prachi Mokashi

mokashiprachi@gmail.com
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Degeat

Her name was Pallavi. Neerad liked knew he had sung well. What was
her, as did all the other boys in the sweeter was Pallavi’s look of genu-

9th standard class of St. Vincent’s ine appreciation.
High Secondary School in Pune. Singers came and went but so far
With her good-looks, ex- only Neerad had really shone.

Now it was Sudhir Mishra
from the 10th Std, the
class nerd, who was

cellent grades and
self-confidence,
she was the star

of the class. going to sing. Hon-
Neerad was estly, Sudhir had no
content to business singing but
admire her the way Neerad and

all his other friends,
started laughing

from afar, as
he wasn’t the

kind of boy uncontrollably and

who could eas- even shouting “Boo!”

ily talk to girls. “Boo!” was cruel by
He had thus any standards. Sudhir

been practicing daily himself slunk away from

for three months in prepa- the stage when his song
ration for the school’s f- ST TEF - \yas done.
annual singing contest. As expected, Neerad won

“If I win that contest, Pallavi will be  the first prize. He grabbed the tro-
mine,” he often thought to himself.  phy and scanned the audience for
The crucial day dawned. Pallavi. She wasn’t there. When he
As he hoped, Pallavi was there in came out of the auditorium, he saw
the front row. He sang “TanhaDil” her sitting with Sudhir, comforting
(Lonely heart) a hit song from a him. “Why did you have to make
Hindi movie, and from the applause fun of him, you idiot?” she said to
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Neerad. He was silent.

“Maybe Sudhir is not a
good singer, maybe he can’t
sing, that doesn’t give you the
right to make fun of him. At
least he’s trying to take part
in something which he’s not
good at. Have you ever even
tried that? Do you have any
idea how he must have felt?
She placed her hand on
Sudhir’s shoulder while he
sat in silence.

“Sudhir, | am really sorry for
what we did. | know it might
sound insincere but | really
mean it,” Neerad said finally.

Sudhir shook his head and
choked back tears.

After a while, he asked “Pal-
lavi, not going back home?”

She didn’t answer for some
time.

“Sudhir’s house isn’t far
from mine. When his dad
comes, I'll go with him,” she
said. He started trudging back
home, his trophy now just a
piece of worthless metal.

-Vikas Prakash Joshi
joshi.vikas500@gmail.com

(The following story has been
translated into 10 languages, both
Indian and foreign and recognized

internationally.)
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THIS SUMMER VACATION
Book your stay in tents At Dapoli

TentOTreat is roughly
240 km from Mumbai & around 220 km from Pune.

Being in the Konkan belt, you will withess
the beauty of Mother Nature with lush
green trees and fields on both sides of
roads.

CONTACT US : -
® 9167301524
& www.tentotreat.com

TENT STAY

The tents are spacious and equipped with
all the modern amenities inside for a
pleasant and relaxing stay, giving you a
very comfortable glamping experience.

VILLA ROOMS

Tent-0-Treat also has five premium villas if
you are not a camping person. The warm and
hospitable staff of Tent-0-Treat will ensure
you have a pleasant and comfortable stay.

DELICIOUS KONKANI FOOD
Every trip is incomplete without eating
the delicious food the place has to offer.
We make sure you get tiffin service of
authentic Konkan cuisine.

ADDRESS

“SHRIKANCHAN BAUG”
Vanoshi Titha, At Post Vanoshi, Tarfe Panchnadi,
Taluka - Dapoli, Dist. Ratnagiri 415712
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