TP uR

B
g
k
%




A OB SN ' — _ Discount on

Group Booking £

PLACES TO VISIT-

Tent 0 Treat haS 5 AC TentS & Kolthare Sand Beach, Dabhol Rocky Beach,
) . Chandika Devi Cave Temple, Boat Ride, Trekking.
5 Premium Rooms

CUISINES-

We Serve Authentic Konkani Food, Veg & Non Veg.
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Hide & Séék

lllustrated by Juilee Mahimkar




Some objects are playing hide & Seek on the page
beside, can you find them?

2%
a -f-l-u-.!f 7 é\(ﬁrater

Injection

A
) . Computer Playing
Sandwich mouse card A &7
& ~
N

——— Handkerchief Dolphin

Nailcutter

Bottle . o \ g

C’
Fishing rod

Dinosaur

Guess who?

These famous cartoons are here to say ‘Hi’ to you. Can you guess who they are?
And if you know them, go ahead and add some colours!
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| find this colourful
phenomenon very
magical and beautiful. It
is something that reminds
us that dark times don't
last forever, and that the
light is on the way! This
particular picture that | am
submitting is of a double
rainbow that | saw from
my balcony.
-Akanksha Abhijeet
Kulkarni, 8th, Millennium
National School, Pune.
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GOGO, THE MOTH

There once were two moths who
fell in love. They married and

the mother had an egg. The egg
hatched and came out a female
caterpillar. They named her Gogo.
She loved to eat. All day, every day,
she ate. And how much she ate! She
could eat a whole tree's leaves in a
day! One day Gogo caterpillar was
trying to quickly eat some leaves
because that’s all she could think
of. Suddenly, she saw white threads
wrapping around her feet. When
she touched them, they were sticky.
She informed her mother. Smiling,
her mother explained that it was
her cocoon coming. “Oh!” thought
Gogo. With the help of the sticky
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threads, she stuck herself to a tree.

On 34th day, Gogo the moth
came out and went off in search of
a new tree. She fell in love a male
moth whose name was James.
They married and Gogo had an
egg. The egg hatched and out
came a male caterpillar. He loved
to eat, just like Gogo. They named
him Alan. A few years later, when
Alan had developed into a moth,
Gogo died. Alan was very sad
but he realised that just like every-
body comes into this earth, they
have to go.

-Ananya Prashant Deshpande,

4th, Baner, Pune
de.prashant@gmail.com
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, The Rocklet Dosa

lllustrated by Juilee Mahimkar

It was nine o’clock in the morning Amma, Vidya’s mother, was making

when Vidya’s father, Appa, came a video call. Appa went outside to

in her room. Vidya was still sleep- answer.

ing. He touched her forehead. It felt “Good morning.” Appa smiled.

warm. Vidya was running fever since “Hey! Had taken a coffee break...

last evening. Where’s Vidya?” Amma greeted.
Just then, Appa’s mobile vibrated. “In the washroom...” Appa didn’t

e | * rew e T W 3033



mention about Vidya’s fever as he
knew Amma would be worried.

“It’s her Arangetram today... a big
day for her.” That evening, it was
Vidya’s first Bharatanatyam stage
performance.

“Even for you... It’s your PSLV sat-
ellite launch.” Vidya’s mother was a
rocket scientist.

“Venky, | am suffering from se-
vere acidity for last two-three
days...”

“Rajini, you have been working
late nights; haven’t come home
for the whole week. Canteen food
is okay at times, but it is not like
home-cooked food...” Appa chided.

“And definitely not like what ce-
lebrity Chef Venkat lyengar prepares
and serves at home.” Amma teased.
Appa was a Chef and owned a big
restaurant specializing in South In-
dian delicacies.

“Call Dr. Priya... She could pre-
scribe some medicines for immedi-
ate relief”

“Alright... But don’t tell Vidya
anything. She will be worried... Hey,
Vidya! Why are you looking glum?”
Amma waved when she saw Vidya
peeping over Appa’s shoulder.

“I’'m fine, just nervous... Even you
aren’t looking fresh today, Amma.”
Vidya forced a smile.

“Had been up, working all night...
What's for breakfast?” Amma
changed the topic.

“Dosa sandwiches and Rasam
cooked in lime juice.”

“Your Appa’s recipes are mind-
blowing.”

“Appa has taken a break from his
restaurant for some days to make
preparations for Arangetram. Still,
he goes to market early morning
without fail, to select fresh vegeta-
bles and other stuff for the restau-
rant, takes restaurant rounds daily;
though our manager is supervising
everything.” Vidya gave a detailed
account.

“That’s his passion. When you
love your work, everything else
gets worked out. By the way, ask
the beautician to drape your sa-
ree properly. It shouldn’t entangle
in your feet. Safety pins are in the
cupboard. Before you apply the face
mask, add some drops of rose water
to it. Don’t forget your anklet bells.
They are most important.”

“Amma, don’t worry. We will
manage everything here. You just
concentrate on your work. Best of
luck for your launch.”

“Do your Arangetram well. Click
photos and record. | will miss all
this.” Amma’s eyes moistened. She
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gave Vidya a flying kiss and ended
the call.

“Appa, did you tell Amma about
my fever?” Vidya asked.

“No, Dear! But tell me, how
will you dance... for almost three
hours?” Appa asked with concern.

“Last year, even Amma was down
with fever. Still, she worked
non-stop for 48 hours. If
| don’t learn from her
dedication, then what’s
the point?”

“I think this runs in
the family. Your Am-
ma’s mother was a
cycling champion. You
know, once she rode
a bicycle with her leg
in plaster and yet won
the championship for her
college?”

“So, | am the third
generation dedicated fool;
though you are no less.”

“You women will make a sand-
wich of me one day.” Appa nodded
as he went into the kitchen.

“Let’s try some coconut chutney
with it.” Vidya laughed as she an-
swered her ringing mobile phone.

“Hey, Vidya...”

“Hi, Ramya...” Ramya was Vidya’s
friend. Both were having their Aran-
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getram together that evening.

“Vidya, you look dull!”

“Having fever.”

“Will you be able to perform to-
day?”

“Of course! We have been wait-
ing so long for this day! Dance is our
passion, right?”

“Just like how rockets and satel-

lites are your Amma’s?”

“Just like how Sambars and
Rasams are Appa’s... We are a
topsy-turvy family. Appa ignites
kitchen stoves; Amma ignites
rockets.” Both laughed.

“Your Amma had called
mine.” Ramya said. Dr.

Priya was Ramya’s mother.

“For what...”
“N... nothing impor-
tant... To discuss some-
thing about our event...”
Ramya bit her tongue as
she wasn’t supposed to men-
tion the real details of the call, “Can
Aunty make it for Arangetram?”

“No chance! Her PSLYV lifts off in
the evening around four.”

“Won’t you miss her?”

“I'will. This time her team is de-
ploying four satellites of other coun-
tries along with two of ours.” Vidya
was quiet for a moment. “Her proj-
ect was supposed to be over last



month. Accordingly, if you remem-
ber, we scheduled our Arangetram .
But the launch got delayed. Actually,
Appa was to travel abroad for a food
festival. But he refused as Amma
wasn’t available. Both of them al-
ways ensure that either of them

is available for me. It is only that,
sometimes, things are

beyond our control.”
Both the girls then
confirmed their
checklist for the
evening and ended
the call.

That evening,
Appa was a busy
man. He was multi-
tasking between
welcoming guests
arriving for Aran-
getram and getting
final preparations done.
Though there were many help-
ing hands, he was personally over-
seeing the minute details of the
event. He was moving around with
two mobile phones. On Vidya’s, he
was recording the event. He was
browsing his, to get live updates of
Amma’s PSLV launch.

The launch got slightly delayed
due to some unforeseen weather
conditions. But as Arangetram be-

gan and Vidya’s dance commenced,
news flashed that the PSLV had
finally lifted off from its base. De-
spite having fever, Vidya effortlessly
transcended through ‘Pushpanijali’,
‘Jathiswaram’ and different se-
guences of her dance performance
for the next two hours. As she com-
pleted ‘Mangala’, the last sequence
of her dance, news came in
that the PSLV had successfully
deployed its onboard satel-
lites into their orbits. It was
a ‘Mangala’ occasion for
Appa who had been a pillar
of strength for both the
major events for which
both women were striv-
ing for months. He was
so happy that they

had concluded on a

successful note. The
guests who were pres-

ent, congratulated Appa.
Ramya’s father, Dr. Mohan, coaxed
him to say a few words.

“I feel like superstar Rajinikanth
today.” An overwhelmed Appa
quipped. All gave a puzzled look.

“Kanth’ means husband. | am
scientist Rajini lyengar’s ‘kanth’. So
am | not Rajinikanth?”

“Yes!” Everyone echoed.

“He is also my Baahubali...” Vidya
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added. She and Ramya had changed
their outfits by now and joined the
guests.

“Exactly! Multi-tasking on so
many fronts at a time... Restaurant,
home, Arangetram, cookery show
on TV, publishing of his new cook-
book...” Ramya’s father said, patting
Appa’s arm.

“To mark this day, how about
adding a new fusion recipe to your
restaurant menu, Uncle?” Ramya
suggested.

“What is it?” Appa asked sur-

prised.

“Rocklet Dosa... The Rocket-Anklet
Dosa...” Ramya answered. She men-
tioned how Vidya and her Amma
despite being unwell, had displayed
sheer commitment.

“And what will be its recipe?” Ra-
mya’s mother asked curiously.

“Dedication and resilience blend-
ed together in the batter of pas-
sion...” All had a hearty laugh over
this recipe.

-Prachi Mokashi
mokashiprachi@gmail.com
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