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Hide & S&eék

lllustrated by Mahimkar Sisters

Some objects are playing hide & Seek besides, can you
find them all?

‘e 4 Anaar

3 Ct;akli \/9%——’?

\ 4
3 Kaaju Katli

- - -

P S e
.‘ - .
. [ ]
o _ .

4 Karanji

BONUS! Some of these objects are hidden in the coverpage! Did you spot them?
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“Sir, There is an old man from a
nearby village at the door. He wants
to meet you”, Mamata, my assistant
said coming out from my clinic situ-
ated behind the patio.

“Is it an emergency?, | asked.

“He does not have a patient with
him Sir, it is he who wants to meet
you.” Mamata said.

It was a Sunday morning and | was
relaxing with a cup of tea and a heap
of newspapers in the patio. After a
long and busy week with dogs and
cats, and some sick goats and sheep |
was looking forward to a quiet Sun-
day, reading and
lazing about the
house. | was
not in

the mood to do anything else. Ma-
mata also had come to the clinic only
to arrange some boxes of vaccines
that had arrived the previous day.
“Ask him to take an appointment
on a working day.” | said irritably. But
Mamata said that he had walked all
the way from his village only to meet
me and she couldn’t say no to him.
‘Was there no peace in a vet’s life,
| wondered and went into the clinic.
“Namaskar, Doctor Saheb.” The old
man stepped in and greeted me a bit
apologetically. He was a simple vil-
lager of about 60 plus in dhoti, shirt
and chappals, with a worried
face but eyes
that looked
peaceful.




| recognized him immediately.

“Namaskar! Kasa kaay!” respond-
ing him | asked if he would like to
have some tea.

Although he said nothing, | asked
Mamata to get one hot cup of tea
with lots of sugar in it for the farmer,
who had walked all the way from
his village.

“So what brings you here on a
Sunday morning? | hope your shep-
herd dog Sheroo, who looks after the
sheep is well?” | asked

“Yes, he is doing fine, Saheb, thank
god.” he nodded. “But, It is one of
my sheep | brought to you last year, if
you recall, died suddenly in an epi-
demic”. The wrinkles on his forehead
deepened further.

“Oh, sad! So the epidemic got
there too! What were the symp-
toms? These things happen. Nothing
is immortal. | remember the last time
after | treated her she happily went
back in your arms”

“She returned home with me and
was also recovering fast until sud-
denly one fine morning she lay dead.
Then one by one another twenty of
my dear sheep died of the same dis-
ease”, he said.

“Yes, | have heard of this epidemic
spreading in the nearby villages, and
was concerned. In fact, | wanted to
visit your village to inspect for myself
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exactly what the cause was, but the
work in the city didn’t allow me any
time. Have you bought more sheep
now? In case you have, have you en-
sured they are separately housed?”

| said.

The villager didn’t answer. It was
as if there was something that was
deeply bothering him. He just kept
quiet for some time looking at the
floor. He finished his tea and left the
cup aside.

He gathered some courage and
said, “Saheb, | am very poor and
when | saw all my darlings leaving
me one by one, | became very sad
and depressed. | too fell ill. | had to
spend a lot of money on doctors and
medicines. | also had to sell one of
my three cows. The only one
who sustained me through this de-
pression was
Sheroo,
my dog.”

He grimaced
and contin-
ued, “l took
up some work
with the rich
farmers to raise
some money,”

He said, and r( \. ,f
& ‘ I



took out some prescriptions by doc-
tors and the cash receipts paid by
him for medicines, from his pocket
to show me the expenses incurred.

“Good you found some work.
Now go and deposit the money you
earned in the bank so that there will
be some amount available when
you need it.” | said, becoming a little
restless for he was taking too much
of my time to come to the point. As |
got up from the chair, to my surprise,
he got up too and left a few Rs 500/-
bills in my palm and said, “Sir this is
yours.”

“For me? No! Why in the god’s
name?” | muttered.

“The last time when | brought the
sick sheep to you, | didn’t have any
money to pay your fees. You treated
my sheep and went in a hurry to
treat another patient, in emergency.
| waited for some time and left with-

out explaining. Since then it has been
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on my mind. Now that you heard my
story, please forgive me for not pay-
ing your fees earlier”

“No!” | screamed and put the bills
back in his shirt pocket and said,
“Sorry, | cannot accept it. You need it
the most.”

| was stunned to find this gesture
from a poor shepherd.

Reluctantly the old man took the
money, turned and left.

| looked at him walking away from
my clinic, in admiration. | looked up
at the sky. The first monsoon show-
ers were about to arrive. When |
turned back | found a basket of fresh
eggs left behind on the table. The
basket symbolized much more than
what it contained. It was re-experi-
encing a touch of human values that
had become rare but not extinct.

-Vidya Dengle
vidyadengle@gmail.com
(Violinist, Painter, Sculptor, writer)
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Cinderella shoes

Hlustrated by Juilee Mahimkar

“Chanda, wait!” Chanda kept run-
ning and jumping while her elder
brother, Suraj, tried to catch up with
her. She was thrilled to see rows of
lights that had brightened the mar-
ket pavements. Shops selling lan-

terns and diyas were enhancing the
beauty. While happily absorbing Di-
wali’s festive mood, Chanda abrupt-
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ly stopped near a shoe showroom
that had kept many attractive shoes
on display. The blinking lights deco-
rating the showroom windows gave
a dazzling effect even to the shoes.
Chanda liked to stop there every day
while returning home from school,
to have a look at the shoes. But
today, she was particularly charmed




by a pair of beautiful golden shoes
embellished with delicate kundan
and mirror work.

“Bhaiyya, Cinderella shoes... Look
at those heels, so big!” Chanda
exclaimed. She was in love with
Cinderella’s fairy tale which she had
read umpteen times.

“They are so delicate. | don’t
know how Cinderella managed to
run at midnight wearing such high
heeled shoes. If you put them on
and run like you did just now, they
will break in no time. And if they
don’t, you will twist your ankle
for sure.” Suraj joked that vexed
Chanda. She had a fixation for shoes
which she knew her family couldn’t
afford. But somewhere in her mind
she always longed for a pair of
beautiful shoes like Cinderella’s.

Chanda and Suraj were from a
humble background. Both studied in
a municipal school near their home.
Chanda was in the third standard
and Suraj studied in the ninth. Their
Baba was a cobbler who ran a mod-
est shoe repairing shop exactly op-
posite the shoe showroom, across
the road. Their Amma helped in

family’s income, by stitching clothes.

On their way home, Suraj bought a
parcel of vada-pav for both of them.

“Bhaiyya, Amma will scold us if
she comes to know.”

%
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“Amma has given me the money
to celebrate as our exams are over.”
Suraj assured as they both relished
on their ‘grand’ feast. They knew
the art of finding happiness in small
things.

“Chanda, look your shoe’s torn
in the front. | will fix it when | go to
the shop tomorrow. But | think you
should buy a new pair.” Suraj helped
his father at their shop whenever
possible.

“What about yours? They are
beyond repair now. In fact, it’s you
who should be buying new shoes
this Diwali.”

“There is Diwali party in your
school day after tomorrow. Our
cousin’s wedding is also coming up
in a few days. Girls like to look nice
and pretty on such occasions. Don’t
worry, | will talk to Baba.”

“Amma has already stitched me
a new dress for Diwali. | don’t want
any new shoes.”

“But you had liked the ones at
the store.”

“Such expensive shoes...? Then
we will need a miracle fairy to get
them for us.”

“We can buy cheaper ones from
some sale then.”

“Instead, we will buy a saree for
Amma and a shirt for Baba. They
hadn’t had any new clothes since

feaedt fad | 90y



last two years.” Chanda was very
sensible and mature for her age.

“Let’s see.” Suraj dismissed the
conversation for the moment. But
the thought of getting his little sister
a nice pair of shoes made him rest-
less. He was quiet and kept thinking
the entire evening. Suddenly, an
idea struck in his head, just like a
lantern illuminating darkness.

Suraj took out the rough book
from his school bag and drew some
shoes’ pictures with designs. He
opened Amma’s bag in which she
kept discarded cloth pieces from her
stitching. He selected a big piece of
Chanderi silk fabric in golden colour.
While, Amma and Chanda were
busy in the kitchen, he carefully
selected some sequins, golden laces
and buttons, pearls, mirrors and tiny
bells from Amma’s tailoring kit; and
of course, Chanda’s pair of shoes.
He quickly kept them in the bag that
he always carried to the shop.

Suraj went to the shop early
next morning as his father had to
go somewhere for work. This was
a splendid opportunity for Suraj.

He fixed Chanda’s shoes, cleaned
them and put a new sole and in-
sole. He then measured the shoes
and cut the Chanderi cloth in shape
and stitched it firmly all around the
shoes. He pasted sequins, pearls
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and mirrors on the upper front por-
tion of the shoes creating an elegant
floral design. He then fixed tiny bells
that gave a pleasant tinkling sound
when the shoes moved. While at-
tending customers on one side,
Suraj was busy the whole morning
making ‘designer’ shoes for Chanda.

After giving final touches to the
shoes, Suraj kept them aside for dry-
ing. A girl, who had just come there
to fix her chappals, noticed them.

“Mamma, Cinderella shoes...” She
exclaimed. Suraj looked up, sur-
prised.

“Wow! Such beautiful hand-
embroidered shoes! Do you make
them?” The girl’s mother enquired.

“No. It’s the first time. | made
them for my sister.”

“Will you make a pair for me
too?” The girl insisted to which
Suraj readily agreed. The gesture
endorsed that Suraj’s designer shoes
had shaped well.

A contented Suraj returned home
that noon, with shoes gift-wrapped
in a box. He kept them on the shoe-
rack and called Chanda.

“Bhaiyya, | told you not to...”
Chanda protested when she found
the box. She carefully opened the
wrapping and was shocked to see
similar shoes that she had liked at
the showroom, “Cinderella shoes?”



She almost screamed.

“Minus the heels...” Suraj smiled.

“But where are mine?”

“These are the ones.” Chanda
couldn’t believe.

“You made them?” Baba, who
had returned home by then, asked
astounded. Suraj nodded. Baba took
the shoes and inspected them from
all sides.

“Bhaiyya, you really made them?”
Suraj then explained how he had
given a facelift to a worn out pair of
Chanda’s shoes.

“So my tailoring material went
into shoe-making, eh?” Amma ap-
preciated Suraj’s efforts but warned
him to ask her before he took any of
her material.

“My entire life went in mending
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shoes but my son has taken a step
forward...” Baba was all praise for
Suraj’s work.

“This is a perfect Bhaidooj
(Bhaubeej) gift... For this year’s
Bhaidooj, Bhaiyya gifts designer
shoes...” Chanda winked and every-
one laughed wholeheartedly.

Chanda’s shoes were a rage
amongst girls at the school’s Diwali
party. While returning home, she
stopped at the shoe showroom like
she always did. Those golden shoes
were still on display. “You may be
expensive, but mine are priceless.”
Chanda thought aloud as she walked
past them, “My Bhaiyya fairy did the
miracle after all!”

-Prachi Mokashi

mokashiprachi@gmail.com
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