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GOOD FRIEN -Vaishanvi Mahimkar | mahimkarvaishnavi@gmail.com
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FIND MISTAKES IN THIS PICTURE

-Aditi Padhye-Desai | aditeepd@gm
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Sky is the limit. ..

Illustrated by Juilee Mahimkar

The auto-rickshaw wheeled in and halted outside the gate. Akash Bhaiyya
and Baba came out overjoyed. This wasn’t the typical black and yellow
auto-rickshaw for riding passengers; it was a private one.

“Registration done?” Dhara asked impatiently.

“Yes. Our participation in the ‘Rickshaw Rally’ is confirmed.” Baba replied
delightedly. Sagar punched his fist and tightly hugged Akash.

Akash studied in college while his younger twin siblings Sagar and Dhara
were in eighth standard. They were close-knit siblings. Some of their
neighbourhood friends teased the trio as SAD, an acronym of their names.
But Akash simply altered it to ‘Splendid-Amazing-Dynamic’. Akash was posi-
tive and full of life. He always believed ‘If there is will, then ‘Sky is
the Limit’...
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Their Baba owned two auto-rickshaws especially for students’ pick-up
and drop services to nearby schools. At other times, he rode regular
passengers. Coincidentally, Baba had recently purchased a second-hand
private auto-rickshaw for their Maa’s catering deliveries, when Akash read
an advertisement about the ‘Rickshaw Rally’ in the newspaper.

Since Akash had a last few papers of exams left, he asked Sagar and
Dhara to research more about the Rally. Summer vacations were on so they
had ample free time on hand. The Rally was to happen next month. Both
researched, noted pointers and gave Akash a comprehensive idea how the
Rally was going to be.

Inspired by the famed ‘Rickshaw Run’, an event where auto-rickshaws
drive along different routes across India to support a noble cause, a local
NGO had conceptualized its miniature version, the ‘Rickshaw Rally” with
some tweaks from the original. They had organized the event last year with
great success. Subsequently, many participants had enrolled even this
year for the Rally. The team of riders could be maximum three in number
who had to travel the route Mumbai-Goa and back in five days in an
auto-rickshaw. They could choose any route to ride. The amount that a
team collected through donations while meeting people along the way or
through any other authentic channels, would go to a needy institution of
their choice. The participants required a permit to ride an auto-rickshaw
and they had to bring their own vehicle.

Akash was a safe driver. He would sometimes fill-in for Baba to ride
the rickshaw though Baba never wanted him to ride one and only
concentrate on his studies. Akash had participated in many trekking and
mountaineering adventures before. When he read about the Rally, he
wanted to try this new one. Once he was convinced, he mentioned about it
to his parents.

“It appears risky. The route has Ghats with dangerous twists and sharp
turns. What about breakdowns and toppling on roads? Auto-rickshaw isn’t
a car after all.” Maa was worried.

“Bhaiyya’s friend Rahul had participated last year. He said the Rally was
worth experiencing once.” Sagar emphasized.

“We don’t fit the age criterion or else we would’ve accompanied
Bhaiyya.” Dhara pouted.

“But | will be going with him. Then what’s the worry?” Baba immediately
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supported Akash.

“And | am always there for whatever help.” Omi Chacha, Baba’s friend,
who owned a garage and painting shop, joined the conversation while
entering the house. He had just come to deliver one of Baba’s rickshaws
after servicing.

“In the ‘Rickshaw Run’, participants paint their rickshaws in very unique
ways... their country’s flags, tiger stripes, pictures of deities... just about
anything. They suggest their theme well in advance and artists paint the
rickshaws accordingly.” Sagar had good knowledge.

“Those artists are called ‘rickshaw pimpers’. | know many of them who
do such jobs.” Chacha specified.

“Pimpers?” Baba was unaware.

“Yes. It’s a slang which means to beautify, to make stylish or even make
something gaudy...” Sagar and Dhara had read about them.

“Our Akash, my right hand, is a master in painting different ve-
hicles in my paint shop. Remember the ‘Mickey Mouse’ you
had painted on a car? Why don’t you paint your
rickshaw likewise?” Chacha encouraged Akash.

“That’s great. We already have ideas
for that. The
motive is it should look
attractive to attract people.”
Dhara was excited.

“We can paint ocean with
sea-life on rickshaw’s front-
side...” Sagar suggested.

“The lower rear portion
can have trees, flowers, birds
with a message ‘Save our
planet’.” Dhara added.

“Then blue hood with white clouds all around...

And ‘Sky is the limit” message painted on top of the windshield.” Sagar
imagined.

“That’s our Bhaiyya’s funda anyway...” Dhara highlighted.

“We also need to keep space for the Rally’s logo and our Registration
number.” Sagar observed.
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“Bhaiyya, now it’s up to you to paint all this. We have done the basic
homework.” Dhara teased to which Akash gave thumbs up. Since he was
busy with his final exams he felt relieved that ‘Splendid Sagar’ and
‘Dynamic Dhara’ had helped him out.

“In my rickshaws I’'ve put many beautification accessories, but | never
knew painting rickshaw was an art.” Baba admired.

In couple of days, after exams were over, Akash immediately got to his
rickshaw ‘pimping’ job. His registration was also done now. He had just
finished the first wash of light sea-green colour when Sagar and Dhara
came there.

“Bhaiyya, in the Rally, we have to raise funds for a cause. Have you
thought about anything?” Dhara asked curiously. Bhaiyya showed them
a print-out of an eye hospital in Ratnagiri. This was on their Rally’s route.
Sagar and Dhara read the details together.

“Squint in children and babies? This says it is very common.” Dhara
pointed in the print-out.

“For deprived babies and children, the hospital gives free treatment.
But they need funds. Bhaiyya, this is a fantastic thought...” Sagar noticed
Akash’s moistened eyes. He nudged Dhara. Both moved closer to Akash.

“I' know how it is to live with a disability. At times, simple things become
a challenge, even getting a driving license. With this Rally, if | can make a
difference to someone, I'll feel blessed.” Akash gestured in sign language.

Akash was born ‘hearing impaired’. Maa and Baba did everything
possible for his cure. But he never recovered. However, he overcame his
disability graciously and could now communicate easily with sign language
and lip reading.

“Don’t forget to put the ‘Hearing Impaired’ logo on the hind glass.” Akash
reminded Sagar.

“But you don’t need it now.” Dhara protested.

“That’s for others’ safety.” Akash gestured.

“Amazing Akash... ” Sagar put his hand round Akash, “You are our hero.
You inspire us to believe ‘If there is will..."””

“Sky is the limit...” Dhara said and Akash smilingly gestured towards
the sky...

-Prachi Mokashi

mokashiprachi@gmail.com
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I can’t... Witty Talks

Noundita : Why hasn’t the pizza arrived yet?

<Noundita and Verbojith were waiting for the pizza delivery person when
Verbojith received a call on his mobile. ‘I can’t able to find your address, Sir...”
the person said to which Verbojith gave him instructions. Verbojith smiled as the
call ended.>

Noundita : Why are you smiling?

Verbojith : ‘I can’t able to...” this is another unique error that people commit. ‘|
can’t able to find my keys’, ‘I can’t able to login to the app’ or ‘I can’t able to
restart the computer’...

Noundita : Actually, ‘can’ or ‘can’t’ or ‘cannot’ is the ability of a person whether
they can do a particular action or not.

Verbojith : The correct way is to say ‘I can do it’; ‘I can’t find the keys’; ‘l cannot
login to the app’ or ‘l am not able to restart the computer’. Even ‘1 am unable to
come today’ is the correct form.

Noundita : When we use ‘can’t’ and ‘able’ together in one sentence, we are basi-
cally repeating the word ‘able’.

Verbojith : Exactly. And then the sentence ‘I can’t able to...” gets interpreted as ‘I
am not able to able to find your address...”

Noundita : So, we need to be very careful with the words that we pick in our
conversation.

<Just then, the delivery person delivered the pizza.>
Verbojith : Wow, what a huge one!

Noundita : Hey, the pieces are too big. | can’t able to... nah... | cannot eat them in
one go. Let’s cut them into smaller ones.

<Verbojith went to the kitchen to search for a knife.>
Verbojith : But | am not able to find it.
Noundita : You anyway can’t, in my messed up kitchen...

<Noundita smiled and went to help Verbojith.>

L -Prachi Mokashi | mokashiprachi@gmail.com
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