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Some objects are playing hide & seek
beside, can you find them all?
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Patience is
Virtue

Fairy Tasha said to herself looking
restlessly at the clock,

“Tonight, | will turn eight,

Been such a long, long wait,

At twelve midnight, when clock rings,

I will get my new pair of wings...”

She was so excited since morning!
In some time now, when the clock
strikes 12, it was going to be her
eighth birthday!

In Fairyland, this was a huge land-
mark. On her eighth birthday, every
fairy got a beautiful pair of wings.

3 | * o7eH SET T’ S 3033

Tonight, it was Tasha’s turn. Granny
Fairy, Gremma, would come and gift
them to her. And then, Tasha could
fly over Fairyland with her other
friends who already had them.

She remembered how her friends
would gather around her and nar-
rate so many wonderful things
about Fairyland,

“Ice-cream houses on snow-peaked

mountains,

Orange and mint colas tumbling

through fountains,




Chocolate laden trees so tall,
You need to come and see
them all......”

Tasha was now eagerly waiting for

Gremma to come over and give her
that special birthday gift! Just a few
days before her birthday, Gremma
had visited her and asked,

“My dear, you will be

eight years soon,

The wings will make

you reach for the moon.

Pray, tell me, how your

wings should be,

Studded with diamondes,

emerald or ruby.”

Let me know the colours

of your choice,

Bright yellow, dark

red or brilliant turquoise.

For once | honour

your birthday’s wish,

Those wings you

cannot relinquish......

But Tasha was sure of what
she wanted,

“Gremma, when | turn eight,

That feeling will be such great,

To fly in the skies and have fun,

And also help a needy someone.

I don’t wish for any beautified stuff,

My wings just should be rough and

Pleased with Tasha’s thoughtful
reply, Gremma had promised her to

get one of the best pair of wings in
Fairyland......

That evening, Tasha’s home was
bustling with her birthday prepara-
tions. Tasha’s mother, Mirana, had
baked a lovely cake for Tasha. She
joyfully sang while decorating the
cake,

“What a delight to bake,

Tasha’s eighth birthday cake.

Scrumptious Rose Red Velvet,

My Tasha’s all-time favourite.

A frosting of silky cream cheese,

Decked with candies and toffees.

When Gremma gifts those

wings to her,

"Would be a cherry on

the cake for sure......”

Tasha’s friend fairies and elves
were having a gala time dancing
and singing. Some were playing the
harp, some blowing horns. It was
music all around. Tasha was very
happy. When it was just a minute
for the clock to strike 12, all her
friends began saying the birthday
countdown together.... 5... 4... 3...
2...1... and it was Twelve o’clock!!!

Tasha looked around for Gremma
to appear. But she didn’t. Tasha was
on the verge of tears. All the singing
and dancing stopped. Tasha knew
that only those fairies got wings that
had been good in their seventh year.
All fairies had a magic ball in which
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they could see their bad deeds of It’s about your conduct

the last year. Dejected, Tasha rushed during this wait.

to her room. She took the magic ball You are a big girl,

in her hand and chanted, you got to grow,
“Think to yourself, Patience is virtue
please do recall, you need to know...”
Tell me my misdeeds, Tasha understood what Mi-
O’ magic ball! rana meant. She washed her face
About the passing year, and came down to the party. Her
| just do not remember; friends, the fairies and elves were
What were my fateful misdoings, eagerly waiting for her. They sang

7

That | couldn’t have the wings?......

The ball glowed for a moment
and went off. Tasha tried asking
the ball again but its answer was
the same. Just then, Mirana came
to her room. Tasha rushed into
her arms and started sobbing.
Mirana felt bad that Tasha
was crying on her birthday
but she consoled her and
explained that if the
magic ball doesn’t
show any happen-
ings, that meant
Tasha had been good
all the year round.
That cheered Tasha’s
mood a bit. Mirana :
pacified her, to Tasha her birthday song

“Calm down, and cajoled her to cut the cake.

O’ dear fairy, Even Tasha didn’t want to keep her

Why cry when all is merry? guests waiting. As she was about to
Though, tonight Gremma is cut the cake, through the window, a
quite late, carriage dashed inside the hall. Oh!
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That was Gremma, after all! Seeing
Gremma’s royal carriage some
elves and fairies chuckled,

“The silver carriage flies across

the skies,

Studded with stars and meteorites,

Two sparkling white swans lead

the way,

Our Gremma arrives after

much delay...”

Gremma heard them from a
distance. Soon as she gave them
a stern look, all was quiet around.
Gremma went to Tasha and kissed
her forehead,

“I was caught in a storm on

my way here,

I am so sorry for being late dear.

Clouds encircled my carriage,

Lightning and thunder did

some damage.

The carriage needed a quick repair,

Oh! God, I was in such despair.

Had your wings gotten wet,

I'd so regret,

But thankfully, they’re here,

Gremma then recited some vers-
es. She swished her magic wand
in the air a couple of times. Voila!
Tasha was now a magnificent flying
fairy with Misty Rose wings studded
with delicate rubies. She flapped
them to fly but fell. She stood up
and again tried. After a couple more

tries, she finally took off.

Her winged friends soared up and
hovered around her. They tossed co-
lourful sparkles on her head. Fairies
on the ground burst balloons, elves
played the harp, blew horns. It was
merry all again. As her friends sang
the birthday song, Tasha happily cut
the beautiful cake.

After the party was over, Tasha
took the blessings of Gremma and
Mirana before she took off to fly
over the Fairyland with her friends.
Rains had stopped and the skies
were clear. Tasha could now see the
glittering stars, the silver clouds, and
the moon from so near. She spotted
the ice-cream houses and choco-
late trees. She drank colas from
the fountains before finally coming
home weary from the excitement of
her first flight.

Just then, Tasha saw Gremma’s
carriage flying across her window.
She muttered,

“I had been so silly,

To have cried needlessly,

I should grow up, | should evolve,

That’s my eighth birthday’s resolve..”

And she blew a kiss which Grem-
ma caught lovingly in her fist. Both
of them, then smiled and together
fluttered their elegant wings...

-Prachi Mokashi

mokashiprachi@gmail.com
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