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Rubina’s Favourite Book

Bang!!! And Rubina fell on the
ground surrounding with tower-
ing trees, chirping insects and
flowery bushes. No sooner had
her eyes examined the place
than she realized that she was
in a forest. Bewildered, she got
up and started walking towards
the sunshine. The sun rays were
guiding her to an unknown des-
tination and she, like an obedi-
ent pupil, was herself to take
their guidance. As her footsteps
took lead, the woods were get-
ting denser and Rubina’s throat
was getting drier.

Click! The door opened and
Rubina’s mother entered Ru-
bina’s room only to find her
asleep with her head leaning on
her study table. As soon as her
mother leant forward to wake
Rubina, her leg got entangled
with the chair and she tripped
over the study table. This result-
ed in the glass containing water
fall over Rubina’s favourite book
which she was reading before
falling asleep.

Suddenly with a thud out of
nowhere a glass of water landed
on the ground spilling some of
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its water. Rubina immediately held
the glass and drank the water. She
expressed her gratitude to that
‘someone’ because of whom she
was able get rid of her thirst. She
resumed her journey using her legs
as her vehicles.

Rubina’s mother thought of let-
ting Rubina sleep for some more
time so that her wet favourite book
would dry before she wakes up.

Now her vehicles needed petrol
as well as a petrol pump for taking a
halt. She was looking for an appro-
priate place to find refuge although
it was nearly impossible in a jungle.
But her eyes glued to stairs of sand
leading to a cave carved inside a
thick bunch of leaves just like the
residence of the Minoko (a bird and
the protagonist of her favourite
book). She was astonished by this
sight and was forcing her eyes to
believe what she just saw.

Y | are aEm FE T 032

Rubina’s mother left her room.
After a while the page which Ru-
bina was reading flipped to next
page due to the air pressure of the
switched on fan.

Rubina’s weary and homesick
body sparked with determination to
enter Minoko’s house. She entered
the house with ecstasy and saw Mi-
noko cosily resting on hay which she
assumed to be its bed.

Rubina’s eyelids made a way for
her eyes to look around she ex-
amined over her favourite book
whether it was alright. By the time
the wetness had vanished from the
book and it seemed unaffected. She
refreshed herself and again started
reading her favourite book. This is
when she noticed that the book did
not open on the page she was ear-
lier reading. The page that opened,
now had a homelike figure labelled
as Minoko’s house.

This made her realise that she
has already been there. It was not
her but her mind which had been to
that house while she was asleep.

She actually dreamt entering Mi-
noko’s house, befriending her with
the bird and then taking an air ride
on its back to her own home.

-Aniha Sheela Praveen
Std.8th, Nashik
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Spot the
difference

Can you spot all the differences
in the below two pictures?

Illustrated by Juilee Mahimkar
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Wustrated by juilee Mahimke"

Shadow puppetry is an art form made from transparent leather. It is
performed with flat, jointed puppets usually performed at night on large
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Dajia Hao! (=37 819 }) (Hello everyone). Puppetry has always been
a fascinating art form sparking interest among all ages. Pi Ying Xi
(% 171 911) literally means drama of leather shadow puppets, a tradi-
tional art form which uses music and operatic singing to accompany
silhouette figures made from leather or paper. Whether it originated
in China or India, Japan, Thailand, Indonesia or even Turkey, this
art form has its niche even in today’s world although many new
forms of entertainment have evolved.

cloth with the help of oil lamps (as
in olden days) or candles. The pup-
pets are held close to the screen,
its hands and arms are manipulated
with attached canes while its lower
legs are left swinging freely from the
knee.

This art form has five people at
a time —one operates the puppets,
one plays the horn, one person is in-
charge of playing the fiddle, another
one on the percussion instrument
while the fifth one sings. The singer
assumes all the roles, he narrates
the story as well. The figures are
well defined and hence it is easy to
guess the character by merely look-
ing at the mask and the attire on it.
For instance, a man is depicted with
a big head and a square face with
a tall strong body whereas women
are shown with a thin face, a small

mouth and slim body. Also scholars
are worn long robes while the gen-
erals are in martial attire to remind
the bravery and prowess. Also the
figure playing positive role has long
narrow eyes, a small mouth and a
straight nose whereas the negative
role figure has small eyes, a protrud-
ing forehead and a sagging mouth.
Unlike the other traditional art
forms, this form also has a com-
mon trait — family troupes bequeath
the puppets from generation to
generation. It is treated as a fam-
ily treasure, sometimes even used
as a bride’s dowry. This proves that
over the centuries puppets did
not change radically but in certain
genres a limited evolution in the ap-
pearance of the puppets took place.
In India shadow puppetry is
very common in states like Orissa,
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Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Karnataka,
Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu, how-
ever, string puppetry prospered in
Rajasthan, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu.

In China it is believed that shadow
puppetry or shadow play became
popular during the Tang () and
Song (9i) dynasties. But it came
into being during the reign of Em-
peror Wu (3) of the Han (gM) dy-
nasty. Ms Panda
will narrate the
story of how and
when this tradi-
tional art form
came into being
in China. X

A long time ago
in ancient China
there was a beau-
tiful woman called
Li (<ft) who was a very good story
teller. She narrated the best stories
and knew how to keep her audience
enthralled and entertained. She
married the then emperor Wu and
became his favorite wife. The Em-
peror loved his wife dearly and also
loved her stories.

Unfortunately one day this wife
became ill and she died. Everyone
in the kingdom thought that the
Emperor will soon find another

8¢ | req e THm T 2012

woman who would then take the
place of this wife. But the Emperor
was so sad with her demise that he
spent most of his time in the gar-
den where the duo had spent most
of their evenings. He became least
interested in the worldly commit-
ments and started giving lesser time
caring for the needs of the people
from his kingdom.

This sent an alarming signal to the
people who got worried. “If
another clan, a warring clan,
hears about our Emperor
getting weak by the day, they
might attack us,” said a min-
ister from the royal court.
“People will die. We need
to do something to get the

Emperor out of his grief,”

echoed another minister.

One day the chief priest

Shao Weng (3@t &) from the royal
court walked past a group of chil-
dren playing with their dolls. He
noticed the dolls making dancing
shadows on the wall of the city. This
gave the priest an idea.

The priest knew that the Emper-
or’s wife used to tell him interesting
stories. He wondered if he could
bring those stories to life and hence
volunteered to conjure her spirit.

The priest reached home and be-



gan making a clay puppet. He paint-
ed the puppet to look somewhat
like the Emperor’s deceased wife. As
soon as he was done he reached the
palace and quietly slipped into the
garden with the puppet where the
Emperor was standing with a glassy
stare.

He set up the mood in a tent.
Shao Weng placed a candle, a cur-
tain and the puppet and invited
the Emperor to watch the rear-
illuminated puppet show behind
the curtain. At first the Emperor did
not notice the curtain but simply
saw the dancing shadow that drew
his attention. The Emperor was glad
to see the figure of Li, who came
in softly and departed slowly. The
priest moved the puppet behind the
curtain and began narrating stories
that Li would tell the Emperor.

YUl IR~

The Emperor was intrigued and
mesmerized. Although it was the
shadow that seemed to tell him the
story, the Emperor knew that it was
Shao Weng with the puppet and
not his real wife. But this act of the
priest ensured that the Emperor was
no longer sad. He resumed his work.
Every day Shao Weng began nar-
rating stories and Emperor Wu too
would eagerly look forward to meet-
ing his shadow wife and hearing her
stories once again in the garden.

People in China believe that this is
how shadow puppets came into be-
ing. Although it is becoming a dying
art, Chinese shadow puppetry is still
a part of their ancient cultural heri-
tage and plays an important role in
their festival celebrations as well.

-Shweta R. Deshmukh (Ms.Panda)
shwetadesh2025@gmail.com
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