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\,Prankenstem

-

“Ouch...” Reva exclaimed as she
stood up to greet the class teacher.
She felt a pull on one of her braids.
Rohit had tied her braid’s ribbon to
her water bottle’s strap. She angrily
turned to find Rohit sitting on the
bench behind her.

“Sorry.” Rohit smiled. Reva shook
her head and smiled back as she
tried to free her entangled ribbon.

Rohit was a prankster of the class.

He loved pulling pranks and was

& | * ren STam T9H el 3033

lustrated by Juilee M: 1hunkn

always on the lookout for the next
innocent victim. He would slip a
plastic cockroach or a rubber lizard
into a friend’s book. When they
opened that book, especially girls
would freak out and scream. But his
pranks were harmless and silly and
everyone enjoyed them.

Although a prankster, Rohit was
very helpful by nature. He had a
peculiar habit of checking all the
classroom desks after school once



everyone had left. If he found a text
book or homework book that some-
one had forgotten, he would keep it
with him and promptly return it the
next day. The class always knew that
a lost pen or an eraser, a forgotten
water bottle or an umbrella would
be in Rohit’s safe custody. He would
‘treasure’ the belongings till they
reached the rightful owner. One
such evening, after school......

“Di, | found a gold ear-ring near
Reva’s bench.” Rohit opened his fist
and showed it to Roma Di, his elder
sister when he met her near the
school’s gate.

“But wearing gold isn’t allowed in
school. This is risky, Rohit. Someone
might think you have stolen the ear-
ring. You better give it to your class
teacher.” Di suggested. Rohit agreed
and ran to the teacher’s room to
promptly return the ear-ring.

That year, Nisha was a new entry
in their class. Rohit played a prank
on her very first day in school. Dur-
ing the recess when Nisha was away,
he kept an opaque glass inverted
with a note beneath it on her desk.
The note read, “If you pick the glass,
I’ll crawl in the class.” When Nisha
saw it, she was scared. She won-
dered if it were some flying cock-
roach or a tiny lizard. After much
coaxing from the girls, she gathered

courage and picked up the glass to
find nothing under it. All the girls
laughed, which made Nisha feel em-
barrassed. When she learnt that it
was Rohit’s prank, she was so angry
that she held a grudge against him
from that day.

One day, the teacher gave the
class an assignment. Each one had
to write an essay about a famous
personality whose works, inventions
or philosophies transformed the
world, as thought by the student.
The students had to submit their
articles written on separate sheets
within two days. The best essay
would be selected for the school’s
magazine. Some students selected
Mahatma Gandhi, some Nelson
Mandela. Some researched on Elon
Musk or Bill Gates. Nisha chose
Steve Jobs. While chatting with
Reva, her bench-mate, she came to
know that even Rohit had chosen
the same topic for his essay. She
was now determined to prove that
her essay was the best.

Nisha researched a lot and was
ready with her essay the next day it-
self. Submissions were the day after
that. But when she went home that
evening after school, she couldn’t
find the sheets on which she had
written her essay. She searched her
school bag, study table, the entire
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house but couldn’t find it anywhere.

She desperately called Reva.

“Did you take my sheets by
mistake?” Nisha asked. There
was a silence for a few mo-
ments at the other end of
the call.

“I checked my bag. |
don’t have them.” Reva
replied.

“Someone must have
stolen it for sure.” Nisha
said, rather snobbishly.

“Don’t worry. If you
have forgotten them in the
class, they will be safe with Rohit.”
Reva told Nisha about Rohit’s pecu-
liar trait and explained how she got
back her gold ear-ring.

“Now | get it. Again one of his
pranks! | won’t allow him to copy
my essay and take all the credit.”

“Hey, Rohit isn’t like that. He
doesn’t...” But Nisha had already
disconnected the call before Reva
could complete her sentence.

An infuriated Nisha went to
school early next day. She saw Rohit
busy completing his assignment and
saw her sheets lying on his desk.

“How dare you copy my project?”

“Copy... Me?”

“Yes... Because you knew my es-
say would be the best in the class
and you can copy it and take all

8¢ | oren e TEH I 3073

credit.” Nisha went to Rohit and
snatched her sheets.
“How ignorant art thou in thy

III

pride of wisdom

“What?”

“It means in your pride of wis-
dom, you have become blind. Can’t
you read whom | have written
about?”

“Of course Steve... Eh! Einstein?
But you were writing about...”

“I had almost finished writing on
Jobs when Reva casually mentioned
that yours was the same topic. So |
changed mine. | had to write a new
essay all over again.”

“But Reva didn’t tell me..”

“Because she didn’t know...
simple...”



“But why didn’t you give my
sheets to the class teacher?”

“If my friends forget something, |
always keep it and return them the
next day. | never thought, because
of this habit of mine, one day |
would be accused of copying. Roma
Di rightly says | need to be more
careful. Without sounding immod-
est, let me tell you my essays and
poems always feature in the school’s
magazine. | don’t need to resort to
such dirty tricks. Even if yours gets
selected this time, | am fine.”

“But...”

“By the way, the quote on wis-
dom | mentioned just now, do you
know from which book it is?”

“N... No.”

“It’s from ‘Frankenstein’ by Mary
Shelley. Lord Byron, the famous Eng-
lish poet once held a competition
amongst friends to come up with
the best horror story. And Mary
Shelley wrote Frankenstein. See,
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how a healthy competition amongst
friends created one of the finest sci-
ence fiction novels of English litera-
ture.”

“Oh!”

“I never snatch others’ opportuni-
ties the way you just snatched those
sheets from me.” Rohit smiled and
winked. This eased out the situa-
tion which could have been a bigger
argument.

“I got you all wrong. I am so
sorry.” Nisha realized her folly and
put out her hand for a handshake.
When Rohit came forward, she sim-
ply went past him and shook hands
with Reva who was standing right
behind.

“What do you call this Mr.
‘P’rankenstein’?” Nisha asked jokily.

“A perfect ‘Tit for Tat’...” Rohit
laughed heartily and gave her a
high-five.

-Prachi Mokashi

mokashiprachi@gmail.com
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