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___________________________________

Its or It’s?

Verbojit : Have you seen this flyer that
was just delivered? It says, ‘Buy this
detergent and get a soap bar... Its free.”

Noundita : So?

Verbojit : Where’s the apostrophe of Its? Either they should write It
is free or It’s free.

Verbojit : See, the word Its without an apostrophe is the possessive
form of It. As in, the dog wagged its tail or the bird sat in its nest...

Noundita : Exactly! It’s... It is always best to think and then write. Or
else the sentence will lose its meaning.

Verbojit : Now it’s perfectly clear!
-Prachi Mokashi
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: Noundita : Same confusion as always...
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: mokashiprachi@gmail.com
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Change
begins

with me

[Mustrated by Juilee Mahimkar

“Mamma, our class teacher has
selected me for a skit in this year’s
annual gathering.” Eight year old Ni-
sha almost screamed as her mother
opened the door.

Nisha was all excited. In no time,
her shoes, socks, school bag, water
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bottle, jerkin, handkerchief were all
over the place.

“Nisha, | feel like a storm has just
invaded our peaceful home. Can’t
you be more organized, dear?”

Her mother began picking up all
her things. Nisha realized her folly.



b

N

She went into her room, changed
her clothes, freshened up and came
to the kitchen. Mamma had kept a
bowl of Upma and a banana ready
for her on the dining table. Nisha
hated both.

“Yuck!” Nisha wrinkled her nose.

“You are insulting the food, dear.”
Mamma warned. Nisha then quietly
began eating her snacks.

“What were you saying about
the school gathering?” Mamma
reminded Nisha of the topic that
was left midway.

“We are doing a skit that our Prin-
cipal Mam has written.”

“What is it about?”

“Pai-ree-vrat...” Nisha couldn’t
pronounce it properly.

“Pai-ree, Patee-vra, Pari-var-tan...

““‘Parivartan’ is it?” Mamma
helped Nisha to get the correct
word.

“Exactly! ‘Pa-ri-var-tan’. ‘But what
does that mean?’

“Parivartan means transforma-
tion, transition; basically it means
‘change’”

“Mamma, Ashima, my friend,
she says ‘Pari-bor-tan’.” Nisha
laughed.

“Because she is a Bengali,
her dialect is different. But at
least she got the word correct
in one go. You couldn’t even
pronounce it properly. Look, if you

laugh at someone, there are ten
others laughing at you. So, this
Parivartan in your attitude is utmost
necessary.” Mamma said sternly and
Nisha was quiet at once.

“Teacher told us in the class that
| would be a part of it. Rather, she
said | am some ‘Sutra...” something
in that play.” Nisha tried resuming
the conversation.

“‘Sutradhaar’ it is! Parivartan,
Sutradhaar... these are Sanskrit
words. Sutradhaar means an anchor.
Remember Myra’s birthday? It was a
themed birthday where there was a
person announcing the next event;
talking with people, seeking their
attention...”

“That was DJ Amit.”

“Yes. He was the anchor for that
event. Even your role might be to
connect many parts in the skit.”
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“Yes. | play a student who has to
write an essay on Parivartan. She
meets different people who give her
ideas on Parivartan.”

“That’s a wonderful concept!
Parivartan... Change begins with me...”

“As in, some change from the
routine? Or, changing clothes?” Ni-
sha chuckled.

By then Mamma had noticed a
cute yellow butterfly in the balcony.
“Look at the butterfly sitting on our
rose plant. What we see now is the
adult state of the butterfly. First it
was an egg. Then it became a larva
or a caterpillar where it shed its
skin multiple times. Technically, it
changed its clothes, right?” Nisha
smiled to Mamma'’s question.

“Then this larva became a pupa
or a chrysalis where it made a
cocoon around itself. It remained in
the cocoon for so many days till it
was ready to transform and finally it
became this beautiful butterfly.

So, this ‘change’ from an egg to a
butterfly is ‘Parivartan’. It means that
any Parivartan doesn’t happen
overnight. It needs a lot of prepara-
tion and readiness. ” Mamma
recalled some biology basics from
her school days and added some
philosophy to it.

“Just like the seasons? Summer,
winter, rainy, spring, autumn... Isn’t
it the Parivartan in Nature?” Nisha
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had a query.

“Of course, it is. Each season takes
its time to transition to the new one.
While spring is all fresh and green,
autumn is dull and brown. It all
happens so conventionally that |
sometimes wonder how Mother
Nature ably balances it with the so
many adversities that it faces.”

“Which sort of adversities?”

“Scientists are desperately finding
solution to the tons of plastic waste
and electronic waste that is getting
created. When machines replaced
man, many factories and industries
came up all over the world. Automa-
tion happened. That was one big
Parivartan. When computers
arrived, there was ‘e-Parivartan’.
Nowadays we talk so much about
pollution. In newspapers, we often
read about global warming. This
probably is the flip side of
Parivartan.”

“What should we do to
correct this?”

“By doing our bit... Remember
the news Baba had read? In Tokyo
Olympics, medals were made from
recycled metal extracted from dis-
carded mobile phones, cameras and
other digital stuff.”

“Like how we have e-waste
and plastic recycle drives in our
society?”

“Yes. Basically, ‘Be the change



you want to see in this world’. This
is Gandhiji’s famous quote which
each one of us should follow. Let
me tell you a story. There was this
mother and her son waiting in the
crowd to meet Gandhiji. When
their turn came, the mother asked
Gandhiji to tell her son not to eat
sweets. Gandhiji didn’t say anything
then and just asked them to come
back after two weeks. Two weeks
later, when they met again, Gandhiji
advised the boy not to have any
sweets as they can be harmful. He
then said to his mother that two
weeks back, he was eating the
sweets himself. He couldn’t advise
the boy not to eat sweets if he
himself wasn’t following it. So

you see Gandhiji’s thought is so
simple yet so profound. If you want
to see any change in others or in our
surroundings, be that change. That
is Parivartan......”

As days passed, Mamma realized
that the skit was having a deep im-
pact on Nisha personally. After re-
turning from school, she would keep
all her things in order. She didn’t
sulk at the food served thanks to a
song in the gathering where some
kids performing were shown to be
deprived of food. ‘Certain things are
best taught in school..” Mamma felt.

One evening while returning from
school, Nisha found a few empty

wrappers, torn tissue papers, some
partly opened snacks’ packets and
chips scattered on one of the in-
ternal roads of her society. A man
walking just ahead of her went
past it simply shaking his head.
But Nisha couldn’t go beyond. She
kept her school bag on one of the
nearby benches then one-by-one
collected the litter and put it in the
dustbin. Once the road was clean
to her satisfaction, she wiped her
hands with her napkin and happily
went home. What she didn’t know
was that all this while, her mother’s
friend Chitru Aunty was watching
her. She had recorded her video and
already forwarded on the society’s
WhatsApp group. It was captioned
‘Change begins with me...’

-Prachi Mokashi

mokashiprachi@gmail.com
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