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Trees
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Monsoon season is nearing and many
of us must be preparing for tree
plantation activity. It is a good sign that
such activities have increased in last
few years. But one must be aware about
the tree species that are being planted.
Also such planted saplings should be
nurtured for at least first 2 years for
their further healthy growth.

We all know the importance of trees.
There are thousands of species of trees
all over the world. These tree species
grow in different climatic zones. For
example, species growing in desert are
different from species growing in tem-
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perate regions like Himalayas. Nature
has a different view and working style.
It is not just the tree that grows but the
tree growing at appropriate location,
with appropriate soil and climatic con-
ditions, with appropriate microorgan-
isms in that soil ultimately provide food
and shelter to birds, insects, animals
and butterflies of that particular region.
Oh! What a deep thought of Nature!!
And what an inter-linked arrange-
ment!!! It is just amazing how Nature
works.

There are many non-native trees,
which have been planted on a large
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scale in our surroundings. One must understand the
importance of native trees. It is not that exotic trees are not
good, but they are not from our ecosystem. Hence, they do
not provide much food to birds or butterflies of our region.
Native trees are essential for birds, butterflies and other
creatures of any region. This will be clearer from this
example. Few days ago, there were few articles in
newspapers by well-known bird watcher Mr. Sanjoy Monga.
He wrote observations about decreasing number of bird
species in Mumbai and its surroundings. One of the major
reasons for this appears to be decrease in number and
species of native trees.

There are many native tree species on which we can ob-
serve various birds, butterflies, squirrels, etc. We should plant
more of such trees in our surroundings. These will not only
provide food to birds and insects, but also shelter. We will
also get the satisfaction of being part of their chirping life.

You can plant various native trees like Red Silk
Cotton tree (Kate Savar), Indian Coral Tree (Pangara),
Queen’s flowers (Tamhan — Maharashtra’s state
flower), Indian Shirish — Albizia, Hedu, Bakan
Neem, Indian Laburnum (Bahava), Flame of the
Forest (Palas), Barrigntonia (Samudrafal), Alstonia
(Saptaparni), Bauhinia (Kanchan), Wad, Peepal, etc.

All these trees are beneficial in maintaining biodiversity
of the area. The microorganisms present in our soils can
decompose leaves of native trees in a better way and release
the nutrients locked in dry leaves. Thus Nature’s cycle gets
completed after decomposition of dry leaves.
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I would like to give you some tips
for planting the trees-

® Pits should be dug properly for
planting. Pit size of 2 ft x 2ft x 2t works
well.

® In each pit, at least 1 ghamela of
well-decomposed cow dung manure
should be added. If available, small
quantity of vermicompost and manure
prepared from kitchen waste can also
be used.

® Pit should be filled with soil and
manure mixture.

® Poly bag of the sapling should
be cut carefully with the help of sharp
blade without damaging the earth ball.

® ]t should then be placed at the
centre of the pit by removing little soil
so that the earth ball can be placed
properly.

® Newly planted sapling should be
provided with support of stick.

® Watering should be done after

planting as per requirement.

® Such planted trees grow well if we
look after them for initial 2 years’ pe-
riod.

I would like to summarize this article
as follows.

WHAT? - Native Trees

WHY? - To conserve biodiversity

WHERE? - In housing societies,
along school compounds, in farmlands,
on the boundaries of farms, along roads
and streets, in public and private gar-
dens, etc.

WHEN? - During monsoon.

Which trees ?- Red Silk Cotton tree,
Indian Coral Tree, Queen’s flowers,
Indian Shirish- Albizia, Hedu, Bakan
Neem, Indian Laburnum, Flame of the
Forest, Barrigntonia, Alstonia, Bauhin-
ia, Wad, Peepal, etc.

-Jilpa P. Nijasure
jilpa@krishivarada.in
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P A maharashtrain Doctor started his
private clinic in Japan...
Can you guess the “Japanese name” of
this clinic?
“TOCHU KA - SUr”
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P Jo ‘Chaha’ tha mere liye woh kisi aur ko
de diya...... Jo ‘Chaha’ tha mere liye woh
kisi aur ko de diya ...Magkay ?

Parat Chaha kela aani patkan piun takla !

P Parents and Alarm clock have one thing
in common.
Both yell for our betterment, and we
continue to snooze ..till the time we realize,
it’s already late.
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Mumbow and the
Strawherry Planting

Early mornings of October
in the Jumbow jungle are very
pleasant. Mumbow decided
to clear a field for planting
strawberries so that there is no
shortage of strawberries in New
Year. The Yakshas demand for the
Strawberries from Jumbow jungle
was mind boggling. The Yakshas
believe that fruits give them the
ever young and sharp mind.

Present fields were not enough
and hence Mumbow was clearing
the stones from a new field so that
strawberries can be planted on it.

While Mumbow was at work,
‘Canny Fox’ the member of the
‘Cunning Club’ arrived and said
to Mumbow, “ Look, what you
are doing is donkey’s job that will
fetch you nothing. I will give you

3¢ |'aTm’ | 0%

a lot of wealth if you agree to do it
way [ will tell you”

Mumbow thought of listening to
Canny Fox.

“All you have to do is pick up
a stone from this half of the field
and drop it on the other side and
then pick up another stone from
that half of the field and drop it
on other side of the field. Every

Q

time you go from here and there C
and return I will double the coins
that you have in your pocket. <

Thus you do not have to wait until
these strawberries grow and please
yourself and your friend. However
remember that you must pay me
sixteen coins every time, after I
have doubled the coins in your
pocket”

Mumbow, thinking of only

=, 1

A1



doubling of his coins, readily
accepted. The field was large in
size. Crossing it every time with a
stone in hand was a real task.

After four crossings, Mumbow
was not only too tired to move,
but also had to give Canny Fox
his last sixteen coins. Mumbow’s
pockets were now empty.

The Canny Fox said, “Thank you
Mumbow. Everyone in Cunning
Club will love this episode. I am
pleased that I could do it to a
Gumbow friend!”

® -

How many coins Mumbow start

with?

How many coins Canny Fox

needed to have initially in his
pocket to enter the contest?

-Pradeep Deshpande
pradeep13754@gmail.com

Answer:

Step 1: Group the coinsin 17 + 17 +
16, Weigh 17’s two groups, if equals
on balance then these to be discard-
ed. It means the 16’s group is with
the lighter coin.

Step 2: Regroup 16 coinsas 5 + 5

+ 6, weigh as above, if the first two
groups show equal on balance, then
the lighter coin is in the 6 coins
group.

Step 3: Regroup the 6 coins as 2 +

2 + 2, weigh the first two groups, if
equals then the coin is in the last
group and the fourth weighing will
tell which one is the lighter coin.

Suppose if the result of the first
weighing is unequal, then regroup
the lighter group as certainly that
group contains the lighter coin.
Remember there is only one lighter
coin. In this case you may continue
to regroup and weigh to find out the
lighter coin.

Write back to Wayam with your
photograph. Your answer will appear
in Wayam with your photograph. The
correct answers would be published in
the next issue of Wayam.
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